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Attending a university is an important part of a person'’s life. Today, many people
go to a university to study and train for a future job in subjects like law, medicine, or
education. But the university is not a modern invention. An important one started in
Egypt over one thousand years ago.

The world’s oldest surviving university, Al-Azhar, is in Cairo, Egypt. It was first
built as a mosque* in A.D. 972 in honor of the daughter of the prophet Muhammad. A
few years later, learners and teachers began meeting in the mosque in “tutoring® circles.”
They read and talked about the subjects of religion and law. Around the year 988, leaders
in the city of Cairo decided to create a school for higher learning and soon after that, Al-
Azhar University was started.

Because a university was a new idea, the teachers at Al-Azhar needed to think
about what courses to teach and how to teach them. The earliest courses were in law and
religion. In a course, students read and studied with the teacher, but there was also free
discussion. Often students and teachers had interesting discussions, and there was no
“correct” answer. In the years that followed, the new university attracted scholars from
around the world who came to teach and do research. At Al-Azhar, people studied the
past, but it was also a place for sharing new ideas.

Over a thousand years later, Al-Azhar is still an important university in the world.
Its library contains many of the world’'s oldest and most valuable books. Today, many of
the world’s most important universities such as Oxford and Harvard still follow the same

traditions as they do at Al-Azhar.

(1) *mosque: EA 7 (f AT LHDIFRE) *tutor: ;2 5

i : From Anderson. ACTIVE Skills for Reading 1, 2E. (c) 2007 Heinle/ELT, a part of Cengage, Inc. Reproduced
by permission.www.cengage.com/permissions



il 1  According to this passage, Al-Azhar | (1)
(‘D was first built as a mosque by the daughter of the prophet Muhammad
@ was built as the world’s oldest university in A.D. 972
@ became a place learners and teachers gathered to discuss some subjects

@ was established as a university for leaders of Cairo

i 2 According to this passage, as a university was a new idea, the teachers at Al-
Azhar | (2)
@ had to find which subjects they should teach
@ had no time to read and learn with students
@ decided to use only free discussion

@ were able to attract students from all over the world

M3  According to this passage, which is true about the Al-Azhar of today? (3)
@ It is an important university only in Egypt.
@ Its library contains a few of the oldest books in the world.
@ Many important universities adopt its customs.

@ It has become more important than Oxford and Harvard.

M4 What is the main purpose of this passage? (4)
@ To describe the general history of universities in Egypt
@ To explain why many people attend a university today
@ To show how Oxford and Harvard have become important universities in the
world

@ To introduce the world’s oldest university that is still in existence
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In the U.S., tornadoes are responsible for more than 80 deaths and 1,500 injuries
each year. Although they occur quite frequently, tornadoes are difficult to predict. Why?
Tornadoes develop from storms, but only some storms have the potential to become
tornadoes. Meteorologists don't know where and when a storm will touch the ground and
turn into a tornado. Today, the warning time for a tornado is usually just 13 minutes.

Tim Samaras is a storm chaser. His job is to find tornadoes and follow them. When
he gets close to a tornado, he puts a special tool called a turtle probe on the ground.
This tool measures things like a twister's temperature, humidity, and wind speed. With
this information, Samaras can learn what causes tornadoes to develop. If meteorologists
understand this, they can warn people about twisters sooner and save lives.

How does Samaras hunt tornadoes? It's not easy. First, he has to find one. Tornadoes
are too small to see using weather satellites. So Samaras can't rely on these tools to find
a twister. Instead he waits for tornadoes to develop. Every May and June, Samaras drives
about 40,000 kilometers (25,000 miles) across an area known as Tornado Alley, looking
and hoping to spot a twister.

Once Samaras sees a tornado, the chase begins. But a tornado is hard to follow.
Some tornadoes change direction several times—for example, moving east and then west
and then east again. When Samaras finally gets near a tornado, he puts the turtle probe
on the ground. Being this close to a twister is terrifying. Debris* is flying in the air. The
wind 1s blowing at high speed. He must get away quickly.

The work is risky, even for a skilled chaser like Samaras. But danger won't stop his

hunt for the perfect storm.

(7¥) *debris: FLEE

H# : From Douglas .Reading Explorer 1 with Student CD-ROM, 1E. (c) 2009 Heinle/ELT, a part of Cengage, Inc.
Reproduced by permission.www.cengage.com/permissions



M1 According to this passage, which of the following is true about tornadoes? (5)
(‘D Meteorologists don't have much trouble predicting them anymore.
@ They are difficult to predict, because they don't occur very often in the U.S.
@ The warning time for a tornado is a little more than 10 minutes in most cases.

@ They are responsible for more than 1,500 deaths every year in the U.S.

fiil 2 The underlined words turtle probe are referred to as | (6) | in this passage.
@ a special tool for a storm chaser
@ a special tool for a meteorologist
@ a nickname for a storm chaser

@ a nickname for a meteorologist

[ 3  According to this passage, Mr. Samaras | (7) | in order to find a tornado.
@ uses weather satellites
@ flies about 25,000 miles every May and June
@ asks meteorologists for help

@ drives over a long distance across Tornado Alley

14  What is the best title for this passage? (8)
@ The Difference Between Storms and Tornadoes
@ The Risky Job of a Meteorologist
@ Tornado Chasers
@ Damage Caused by Tornadoes
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Jane left on the train the umbrella that she the day before.

@ buys @ has bought @ had bought @ was buying

My daughter was to pass the entrance exam for the school she wanted to go
to.

@ pleasant @ pleasure @ pleasing @ pleased
Our town has any parks for kids to play in.
@ almost @ hardly @ nearly @ mostly

If Brian | (2 | here, he wouldn't agree to this plan.

@ be @ is @ been @ were

Those | 13 | were present at the meeting were surprised at what I said.

@ which @ who @ whom @ whose
Michael hated like a special guest.

@ treated @ treat @ to be treated @ treating
decision you make, I will continue to support you.

@ Whatever @ That @ However @ Which

The Andersons to New York next month.

@ going to move @ are moving @ have moved @ have moving
Holding the child | (7 | arm, she took him home.

@ with the © with an ® by the @ by an

10 Ineedto the post office of my change of address.

@ notice @ instruct @ teach @ inform
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Ken speaks to Ms. Baker at the school cafeteria.

Ken:

Ms. Baker:

Ken:

Ms. Baker:

Ken:

Ms. Baker:

Ken:

Ms. Baker:

Ken:

Ms. Baker:

Ms. Baker, can I talk to you for a minute? | (19

Sure. How can I help you?

What do you think of this program? It's for a summer English course.

It's a great program. You can learn a lot about British culture.

Yes, I think so, too. But I'm a little nervous. I've never been abroad before.
Well, that's quite natural. Most people would feel the same way.

That's not my only problem.

Well, don't worry. Your English is getting better, and this overseas program
would be a great experience.

So, should I try it?

(2) | I'm sure you won't regret it.

@ I can give you my advice on this program.

® What should I do to talk to you?

@ I can show you this program.

@ I really need your advice.

O E

@ I don't think my English is good enough.

@ My English has always been pretty good.

@ I'm really looking forward to the trip.

@ I really don't have any worries these days.

@ I'm not sure.

@ Definitely.

@ Probably not.

@ There are others.
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Jerry calls his friend Adam on the phone.

Jerry: Hi, Adam. What's up?

Adam: Hey, Jerry. I fell asleep during the basketball game, and now it's almost over.

Jerry: The Los Angeles Lakers are playing the Boston Celtics, right?

Adam: Los Angeles is leading by eight. Boston is pretty weak.

Jerry: Great! I hate Boston. Did you see Saturday’s game?

Adam: No. I was busy. I was doing upper body training at the gym.

Jerry: You work out a lot.

Adam: Usually, but my ankle hurts right now. I hurt it in a game with friends on Sunday
afternoon.

Jerry: That's too bad, man.

Adam: I need to recover and get back in shape for the next game.

Jerry: While you were playing basketball, I was watching TV. I have a knee problem, so
I guess I don't exercise enough.

Adam: When I'm completely healthy, I play a lot. I want to join the school team.

Jerry: Then you should practice hard. Being on the school team requires a lot of skill.

Adam: And you have to be in great shape.

Jerry: I know. I don't think I'll ever be in that good shape.

Adam: You might surprise yourself someday.

i New Connection — Bring Your English to the Next Level (c)2015 Hebron Soft Limited

LD IR E
@ Which team appeared first?
@ How much time is left?

0%

@ Who's winning right now?
@ When will the game finish?

@I AT
@ Were you injured before then?
@ How far away is your work?
@ How much do you make at work?

@ Are you still playing basketball?

%

CADFRE
@ Well, you never know.
@ That's certainly true.
@ I'm sure you never will be.

@ You'll never change.
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Michael and Mark are waiting by the movie theater. Then Cathy comes by.

Michael: Well, Cathy is late.

Mark: This is the third time this month!

Michael: m We agreed to meet at half past seven. It's 10 to eight now!

Cathy: Guys... Hi. I'm late. I'm really sorry.

Michael: Come on, Cathy. This is not the first time. You came late to John's party last
Friday.

Cathy: Please don't be angry at me.

Mark: It's all right. Don't worry about it.

Cathy: Thanks for waiting.

Michael: T love popcorn! OK. We forgive you. I'm excited about this movie!

Cathy: Who's in it?

Michael: Will Smith and that British girl. I forgot her name.

Cathy:

Michael: Oh, it's a comedy about two friends. I heard it’s really funny.

Mark: The movie opened the first week of April. All my friends saw it already.

Michael: The movie starts in five minutes. Cathy, you still have enough time to buy us
popcorn and drinks.

Cathy: Drinks too? OK, I guess. Let’s go in.

Hi# : New Connection — Bring Your English to the Next Level (c)2015 Hebron Soft Limited

@ She’s never late on us.
@ She's already arrived.
@ She's never on time.

@ She’s been here for a while.

26 fip 2 1

@ I've never liked theater popcorn.

0%

@ The popcorn is my treat tonight.
@ We won't be eating popcorn tonight.
@ I was busy making popcorn.

CODFRE T
@ What's this movie about?
@ How did you like watching it?
@ You don't need to remember her.

@ I've seen this movie before.
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1 Rachel looks down on people who haven't been to college.
@ describes @ despises @ deserves @ descends

2  Where did you purchase the new car?

@ fix @ see @ buy @ sell

3 Ifeel it is my duty to help those people.

@ dream @ demand @ pleasure @ obligation
4 The school building is in a bad state of repair.

@ condition @ reputation @ location @ sense
5 It's amazing that it was kept secret for so long.

@ funny @ sad @ interesting @ surprising
6 I need sufficient time to deal with the problem.

@ enough @ a little @ little @ precious
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1 REEHECHREEENE LI
C (B PC (69 PC ) onthe train.
@ watch © nhad @ stolen @ my father () his
2 SECOARTRIMC, ROKERETHITES,
Iishow () ([ 89 DC ([ 82 D ) at this park.

(‘D my dog @ the next time @ you @ meet @ we
3 ZOHMIZLD L, BEEPRKFEORNEZH~IZE) 72,

The newspaper says the cause of the fire () ([ 88 ) ) ([ 89 D ).

@ the police @ was @ into @ by @ looked
4 NZAHFFETHE T, REFB0pFELEN TV,

1C ) D (@ ]pC ) before the bus arrived.

@ had @ waiting @ half an hour @ been @ for
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TlikeSusan () ([ @ D [ w e .

@ her kindness @ the @ for @ an ® better
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This bookis () ([ @ D ([ 8 D ) read

@ too ® to ® her @ difficult () for

AP —FENLDIIEEL T TRETVWL I LT,

( ([ pC ([ @ DC ) tostay uplate at night.
@ makes @ is @ most tired @ me @ what

D BADFEF E 2 DIZHANT, TOLHFIZETOIRST LAY B THFE»Z- 72,

« ) () «C ) () () talking, the boy was very shy and quiet.
(‘D my son @ loves @ compared @ with @ who
HEDEIMED S, AIVKAIPE LR NITKT,

Her e-mail friend came to see her () ( YO (e P,

@ Hokkaido @ way @ the @ from @ all
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