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Silk. The word itself is beautiful. The story of silk starts in China over 4,000 years
ago. One legend says a silkworm's cocoon* fell into a woman’s teacup. It then opened into

a single, unbroken thread. This was an important discovery. The Chinese learned they

could use the cocoons to make cloth that was both beautiful to look at and soft to touch.

Making silk was a protected secret in China for many years. In other countries, silk
was very rare and valuable. Often it was worth more than gold. Legend tells us that the
secret finally got out when a princess left China to go to India. In her hair, she secretly
carried many silkworms.

By the year 1 A.D., silk was sold as far west as Rome, and all along the Silk Road,
which connected China with places in the Middle East and the Mediterranean. Eventually,
around the year 300, silk also traveled from China to Japan. Centuries later, in 1533, the
Spanish brought silkworms to Mexico.

Nowadays people around the world still make many beautiful things from silk. But
silk isn't only beautiful. It looks delicate, but it's actually very strong. For example, it
has been used to make bicycle tires. And some doctors even use silk threads in hospital
operations. Silk is also lightweight and warm. This makes it great for clothes like winter
jackets, pants, and boots.

All of this from a little insect — the silkworm. That is the miracle of silk.

(1) *cocoon: i (F W)

Hi# : From Douglas .Reading Explorer 1 with Student CD-ROM, 1E. (c) 2009 Heinle/ELT, a part of Cengage, Inc.
Reproduced by permission.www.cengage.com/permissions



1 According to this passage, what do the underlined words an important discovery

refer to? (1)
@ using a certain insect to make a thread
@ inventing how to make clothes
@ dropping a silkworm's cocoon into tea

@ succeeding in breeding silkworms

i 2 According to this passage, where was silk brought to through the Silk Road by the
year 1 A.D.? (2)
@ Japan
@ Indonesia

@ Europe
@ South America

[ 3 According to this passage, what is silk used for? (3)
@ metal cans
@ medical treatment
@ china teacups

@ steam engines

14 According to this passage, which of the following is true about silk? (4)
@ Silk was first discovered in India.
@ Silk used to be more expensive than gold.
@ The production of silk was confined to China for a few years.

@ Silk cloth was presented to a Chinese princess.
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The Internet is full of false information. It is important for all of us to avoid being
fooled by such information. Here are three examples of Internet hoaxes*.

On his website, a man has requested gifts of money to save the life of a pretty little
rabbit named Toby that he rescued from under his house. A cat must have attacked the
rabbit, the man claimed, so he took it in. He gave Toby loving care and nursed him back
to health. There is a very cruel point, however. If the greedy man doesn't receive enough
money, he will eat poor little Toby. (Don’'t worry, though. Remember, it’s just a hoax.)

While the streets of New Orleans were still flooded after a terrible hurricane, a
frightening e-mail was sent around the Internet. It included a photograph of an immense
crocodile over five meters long. According to the message, it had been swimming around
the flooded city, eating people. It was later discovered that the photographs of the crocodile
were of one that was caught in the Congo years before.

The following e-mail hoax takes in many people. It claims that a large company will
pay you to send their e-mail to as many people as possible. For every person that you send
the e-mail to, it promises you will receive $5.00; for every person that you send it to that
sends it to someone else, you'll get $3.00; and for every third person that receives it, you
will be paid $1.00. To make the lie even more believable, the sender says that at first he

thought it was a hoax, but the company soon sent him $800.00.

(1) *hoax: W72 ¢ 5

H# : From Anderson. ACTIVE Skills for Reading 1, 2E. (c) 2007 Heinle/ELT, a part of Cengage, Inc. Reproduced
by permission.www.cengage.com/permissions



il 1 According to this passage, a man requested gifts of money to rescue | (5)
@ a rabbit
@ Toby's rabbit

@ a cat

@ himself

[ 2 According to this passage, the immense crocodile in the picture was, in fact, .
@ swimming around the flooded city of New Orleans
@ not so large as it seemed in the picture
@ captured not in New Orleans but in another place

@ caught in the Congo the year before the flood

] 3 According to this passage, the large company that sends you the hoax e-mail promises
that .
@ they will send e-mails for you to as many people as possible
@ you will get $5.00 if you send it to someone else
@ you will get $1.00 each time you receive the e-mail from every third person

@ they will give you $800.00 soon after you send back the e-mail

14 What is the main purpose of this passage? (8)
@ To show you the ways to avoid Internet hoaxes
@ To warn you not to send an e-mail hoax
@ To ask you to save people and animals in trouble

@ To give you some instances of Internet hoaxes
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1 She missed | (9) | an Olympic medal by just five centimeters.

@ to get @ getting @ to have gotten @ on getting

2 These tires are made | (0) | special rubber.

® in @ by @ of @ out

3 Iam often that I really take after my mother.

@ said @ told @ talked @ spoken
4 This is a difficult problem | 12 | we have to deal.

@ which ® that ® in which @ with which
5 Thereis wrong with this smartphone. It doesn't work right.

@ something @ anything @ everything @ nothing
6 Iremember the day my brother was born.

@ who @ which @ when @ whom

7 Elizabeth made her kids their old toys.
@ throw away @ to throw away @ throwing away @ threw away

8 Mr. and Mrs. Sands have two daughters. One lives in Boston, and lives in New
York.

@ other @ another @ the other @ the others
9 I will tell you as soon as your favorite TV drama .
@ starts @ started @ will start @ is starting

10 Each of the students responsible for keeping the classrooms clean.

@ are @ is @ were @ have been
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Ken and his teacher, Ms. Baker, are talking at the school cafeteria.

Ms. Baker: How do you like your new school?

Ken: I like it. I have some new friends now.

Ms. Baker: Oh, that's good. | (19

Ken: No, not yet. I was a member of the basketball club in high school, but I want
to try something different. I want to improve my English.

Ms. Baker: | @0 | You can meet some exchange students there.

Ken: Sounds great. How often does this club meet?

Ms. Baker: Twice a week, Monday and Thursday at six p.m. I sometimes join them.

Ken: That's fine with me. Where do they meet?

Ms. Baker: They meet at the lounge in the International Programs Center. I can
introduce you to them.

Ken: Oh, thank you very much. This Thursday sounds good.

Ms. Baker: Well, I have to go now. It was nice talking to you.

Ken: Nice talking to you too. See you then.

9D E B
@ Have you ever tried basketball?
@ Have you joined any school clubs?
@ Have you found the students friendly?

@ Have you gained an interest in English?

CODFRE T
@ Then, how about living overseas?
@ Then, how about lunch at the club?
@ Then, how about joining the international exchange club?

@ Then, let's make an exchange of students.

Ap)irasi
@ Why don't you come this Thursday?
@ They're not very friendly there.
@ Why don’t we go there now?
@ But you don't need to go there.
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Tom and his girlfriend, Wendy, are shopping for clothes for a school party.
Clerk: Welcome to Fashion Barn. Can I help you?

Tom: I need a pair of jeans, but I don't want to spend a lot.

Clerk: These jeans are on sale. They're high quality and made of 100 percent cotton.
Tom: Do you have a pair with a 32-inch waist?

Clerk: Yes. Here you are. | @2

Wendy: You should try them on, Tom.

Tom: OK. Where are the fitting rooms?

Clerk: Over there. What about you, miss? | 3

Wendy: Yes, I am. I need a dress. What do you have in a size 12?

Clerk: 24

Wendy: The black one is the most beautiful of the three. How much is it?

Clerk: This dress costs $40. It's 20 percent off.

i New Connection — Bring Your English to the Next Level (¢)2015 Hebron Soft Limited

DR ETE
@ But I don't think it will fit you.

%

@ These should fit you nicely.
@ What exactly is your waist size?

@ You don't need to try them on.

@D AR
@ Do you need any clothes today?
@ Did he give those clothes to you?
® Do you think those will fit him?

@ Are you looking for anything in particular?

A fE B
@ We have that size over here in black, blue and red.
@ We have a size 12 over here in blue and red.
@ We have this black dress in a size 13.

@ We have a size 12 over here, but were all out of black.
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Adam and Mary are talking at the school cafeteria.

Adam: Hey, Mary. Is something wrong? You look really stressed out.

Mary: Hi, Adam. I'm having a hard time studying for my French exam. The new
material is giving me a headache.

Adam: Studying for an exam is never easy. When is the exam?

Mary: It's on Thursday, right around the corner.

Adam: | (26

Mary: Yes, I'm having a lot of trouble with the vocabulary. The material is really difficult.
I have to memorize 100 new words.

Adam: Did you practice saying them?

Mary: Of course! But I'm having difficulty remembering them.

Adam: I have some free time today. I can help you study.

Mary: Thanks. That's very generous of you!

PRlp)i ¥ a3
@ No, I'm doing quite well.
@ Things are looking good.
@ Stress is no problem for me.

@ Actually, I really am.

OO R
@ Is each part of your study equally difficult?
@ Is there any part that is more difficult for you?
@ Do you have a good knowledge of vocabulary?
@ Do you think you'll do well on the test?

CODFRERE
@ My French is not so good.
@ I don’t know French well.
@ My French is very good.

@ I'm taking that test in your class, too.
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1 My parents always stand by me when I'm in trouble.

@ overlook @ ignore @ persuade @ support
2 Don't stare at me like that.

@ 100k ® shout ® laugh @ yen

3 Jenny passed her driving test at her first attempt.

@ year @ try @ sight @ hand

4 Tom works at a small firm in London.

@ school @ garden @ company @ farm
5 1don't think it would be appropriate to discuss the matter now.

@ proper @ early @ bad @ possible
6 Jack was surprised to find 50 ancient gold coins inside the pot.

@ modern @ heavy @ expensive @ old
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1 72 EADNIZED, ZOIEDNHIETADEFo> TV,

There () ([ 84 D ([ 8 () toopen.

@ for @ many people @ the store @ are @ waiting
2 ROWBIIRIE AT 500 L2282 S R o 72

Her parents () ([ 89 ) ) ([ 80 () tostudy abroad.

@ their daughter @ didn't ® know @ nhad ® decided
3 BHEOTNTEL DI Y — b2 F v VIl hoTz,

Many concerts () ([ 8 ) )([ 89 [)( ) the typhoon.

@ canceled @ have ® of @ vecause () been
4 HDPFSIIIRKEHIDE L X, KEELPLEEDDI Lo TET

1C ([ w e (@ PC ) when my friend called me.

@ about ® the house @ leave @ was ® to
5 BH, FAZ2BICF X Y SAZENLTIELVOTTAN

C ( > ) () () show us around the campus tomorrow.

@ would ® we B to @ like ® you
6 BHIIEPHBI ko722 L 2B ICE ST A,

Motheris () ([ @ D ([ 4 ] ) ateacher.

@ daughters @ of ® proud @ being ® her
7 UEI»SHM Lo 2R R, WAE-o TdNE L7,

My brother bought () () C ( ) () for a long time.

@ had @1 @ me @ wanted () the watch
8 FTAZAMEEY) FIFTH LT L,

Ithinkitis () ([ @ DC (@ D )aday

@ you ® about Q it @ time © called
9 REEEERT B2 THRIZESYNTL E 572,

Running up the stairs () ([ 50 D ([ & D ).

@ out © breath ® of @ 1eft ® him
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